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Gift of Life Donation

It’s true that you can’t take anything with you when you die.  But what about giving?

Leaving wills aside, the Gift of Life Michigan Organ & Tissue Donation Program allows us this

opportunity.  Gift of Life maintains a registry of donors who, when they die, are willing to have their

organs, corneas, and tissues donated to persons who are on the waiting list for these lifesaving or

life-changing donations.  It’s a wonderful opportunity for everyone to help someone in need.

According to the Gift of Life Michigan Organ & Tissue Donation Program, there were 786

transplants in Michigan in 2010.  The list of those needing a transplant is currently at 2,955.  The

Gift of Life states that one donor can possibly save eight lives and each tissue donor can impact up

to 50 people.  Consider that most people feel good about themselves if they made a positive

difference in one person’s life.

A medical team harvests a donor’s organs, so it is professionally trained staff that takes great

care of your organs and your body.  By law, this medical team must be separate from the medical

team that attempts to save your life, so be comforted knowing everything will be done to first save

your life.  After harvesting organs, donors still are able to have an open casket funeral, so don’t let

that hold you back from becoming a donor.

There aren’t limitations on who can donate.  Age doesn’t matter.  If a person has HIV or

Hepatitis C, they could still donate their organs to others who have those diagnoses.  The transplant



team will conduct tests to evaluate organs and tissues to determine if it’s healthy enough for

transplantation.  Organs, tissues, and corneas unable to be transplanted are still extremely valuable as

they can be used for research or training purposes.

Becoming a donor is really simple.  You can go to the Secretary of State and sign up to be a

donor or can do so online at www.michigan.gov/sos.  All you need is your driver’s license number

or state identification number, your name, and date of birth.  After enrolling, you will receive a heart

sticker for your driver’s license or state id.  The Gift of Life recommends that you talk to family

members and friends so that they understand what your wishes are after you have departed.

Sign up to become a donor today, and make a positive change in the lives of others in the

future.  After all, their lives may depend on it.  For more information, visit the Gift of Life at

www.giftoflifemichigan.org.
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