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Tornadoes 

 
About Tornadoes 
A tornado is a violent whirlwind, a rotating funnel of air that extends from a cloud to the 
ground. Tornadoes can travel for many miles at speeds greater than 250 miles per hour.  
These storms change direction without warning, randomly destroying homes and power lines, 
uprooting trees, and even hurling large objects, such as automobiles, over long distances. 
 
Preparing for a Tornado 
• Stay tuned for tornado/storm watches and warnings 
• Listen for the town siren system; know the difference in sounds between watches and 

warnings 
• Know the difference between a tornado watch and warning 

o a tornado watch is issued when weather conditions favor the formation of 
tornadoes, for example, during a severe thunderstorm 

o a tornado warning is issued when a tornado funnel is sighted or indicated by 
weather radar.  You should take shelter immediately! 

 
What To Do During a Tornado 
Do not rely on seeing the funnel cloud to tell you that there is a tornado.  The rain or clouds 
may block your view.   
 
The following weather signs may indicate that there is a tornado approaching: 
  
 • A dark or green-colored sky • A large, dark, low-lying cloud 
 • Large hail    • A loud roar that sounds like a freight train 
 
If you notice any of these conditions, take cover immediately and stay tuned to local radio 
and television stations for weather information. 
 
If you see a funnel cloud, take shelter immediately.  You and your family could be anywhere 
when the tornado strikes.  You have to take shelter where you are.  Remember to AVOID 
WINDOWS. 
 
After The Tornado 
Do not go near down power lines.  There is still danger of injuries after the tornado.  
Protecting yourself and your family requires promptly treating any injuries suffered during the 
storm and using extreme care to avoid further hazards. 
 
For more information on how to prepare for a natural disaster log on to www.cdc.gov or 
www.redcross.org. 
 
Source:  Centers for Disease Control website:  www.cdc.gov 
6/22/07 


