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Ways to Become Involved During Child Abuse Prevention Month 
 

      
The month of April is devoted to celebrating everything we can do to transform our 

community into a place that cares about – and actively supports – families and children.  There are 

countless options for strengthening the mission of making child abuse prevention a reality.  Child 

Abuse Prevention Month is an opportunity for you to be a positive force on behalf of the children 

and families in your community.  No one person can do everything, but everyone can do something.  

Here are some things you CAN do during Child Abuse Prevention Month: 

• Be a friend to a parent you know.  Ask how their children are doing.  If a parent seems to be 

struggling, lend a friendly ear. 

• Talk to your neighbors about looking out for one another’s children.  Join your local Great 

Start Parent Coalition at: www.greatstartforkids.org/content/great-start-parent-coalition-

overview  

• Donate your used clothing, furniture and toys to a local non profit organization.  Shopping 

at these non profit organizations can relieve the stress of financial burdens that parents may 

take out on their children. 

• If you or someone you know feels overwhelmed by the demands of parenting, call Parent 

Awareness Michigan (PAM) at 1-800-968-4968 for more information about family support 

resources in your community or visit www.preventionnetwork.org . 

• Become a volunteer and/or member of a child abuse prevention organization in your 

community. 

Also, be on the lookout for blue pinwheels spinning in the wind in your community during 

the month of April.  The pinwheel is the national symbol for child abuse and neglect prevention 

because it is reflective of the bright future all children deserve.  This symbol was chosen because it is 
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a positive image to represent hope that all individuals believe children should be raised in a healthy, 

safe and nurturing environment.  Placement of a pinwheel in front of your home or business this 

month sends the message that we as a community support healthy families. 

Another way to become involved is by taking a moment to thank those who take care of our 

communities abused and neglected children:  a police officer, a case-worker, an advocate, a nurse, a 

volunteer, a school secretary, or whomever.   Take the time to say ‘thanks’.  Thanks for a job well 

done.  And maybe ask if there is anything you can do to help; we all know that there is plenty more 

work to be done.   

For more information on Child Abuse Prevention Month activities going on in your 

community or to find out ways you can get involved, contact your local child abuse and neglect 

prevention council or visit www.michigan.gov/ctf.  

This article has been brought to you by Central Michigan District Health Department, which 

serves the counties of Arenac, Clare, Gladwin, Isabella, Osceola and Roscommon Counties.  Visit 

our website at www.cmdhd.org  and LIKE Central Michigan District Health Department on 

Facebook. 
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