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Access to Care 
 

It is no secret that in today’s world, getting healthcare has become a big problem. It may be 

that the problem is that people don’t have insurance, a way to get to the doctor, or they just don’t 

know where to go, but how healthy a person is may depend on these things. In 2010, 48.2 million 

people under the age of 65 were uninsured in America (Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention). This number counts for a large group of people that do not go to the doctor because 

they cannot pay for it. But, is the problem that people just cannot afford it, or is it that they are not 

aware of the ways they can receive health care to meet to their needs? 

In 2010, the Central Michigan District Health Department (CMDHD) started the Together 

We Can initiative to help improve the overall health of the 196,000 people living in their service 

area, including Arenac, Clare, Gladwin, Osceola, Isabella, and Roscommon counties. The initiative 

focuses on 8 priority areas. One of the goals for this area is to bring awareness of the new benefits 

of the Affordable Care Act, offer more school health services, and open free clinics in central 

Michigan within the next five years. Members of CMDHD and Together We Can have already 

worked with community members to open a free clinic.   

In the past twelve months talks and plans have been made to create more access to care in 

the area. McLaren-Central Michigan is now offering a free clinic at the CMDHD Isabella Branch, in 

Mt. Pleasant (2012 E. Preston). This is available on Thursdays for anyone who signs in between 5:00 

p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Any person who has lived in Isabella County for at least 7 months, is below 



225% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines and is uninsured will qualify for services.  MidMichigan 

Health recently opened a new clinic on M-18 in Beaverton.  The clinic offers financial assistance for 

medical care to those who qualify.   Talks with MidMichigan Medical Center Clare are underway to 

open an “access clinic” in Farwell and Harrison in the coming months, where residents can get 

information on medical care available to them and have help in finding a medical home. The Clare 

County Commission voted unanimously “to support the free clinic initiative for the citizens of Clare 

County”.  

For questions about the Together We Can initiative, please contact CMDHD at 989-773-

5921 ext. 8413. 

This article is brought to you by the staff at Central Michigan District Health Department, 

which serves residents in the counties of Arenac, Clare, Gladwin, Isabella, Osceola, and 

Roscommon. Join us (Central Michigan District Health Department) on Facebook.  
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Sources: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/hinsure.htm 

 
 


